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a time in Caroline county, Virginia. He was born in 1744 and married 
Ann McLeod, a daughter of Turquil McLeod and Ann Clarke an aunt 
of General George Rogers Clark, Lieutenant-Colonel Johnathan Clark 
and Governor William Clark of Lewis and Clark fame- This couple 
married about 1768 and removed from Caroline county, Virginia, to 
Fairhope, Jefferson county, Kentucky, about 1780. By successive di- 
visions of Jefferson county their home successively fell under the sub- 
divisions of Henry county and Trimble county, Kentucky. 

They had four daughters, who married a Samuel, a Webb, a Thomp- 
kins, and an Anderson. The youngest daughter, Sarah, married Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Richard Clough Anderson, of the Virginia Continental 
line, who had served in the Revolutionary War with her cousin, John 
Marshall, subsequently Chief Justice. It must appear from this state- 
ment that if Colonel William, of Mecklenburg, was a son of William 
the son of Thomas, of Westmoreland, then that William must have had 
two sons named William, one of whom married a Williams and another 
a Goode, or that he had two wives, a Williams and a Goode, succes- 
sively. This quite possible hypothesis is made untenable from the fact 
that neither branch of the family has any record of a double marriage 
or any knowledge of each other. 

Our acceptance of one or the other of these claims of descent, will 
depend upon our inclination to accept the authority of Paxton or of 
Green. But what does it matter ? We have now the gratifying knowl- 
edge that we are in an ascending series from a primeval atom. For we 
have now the assurance of science that God made radium and rested on 
the seventh day. 
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Recollections and Letters of General Robert E. Lee. By 
his son, Captain Robert E. Lee. Doubleday Page & Company, 
1904. Pp. 440. 

This is a valuable and most interesting contribution to the literature 
of the great commander. 

The home and heart side of his wonderful character is revealed by 
touching and candid letters which emphasize his sublime courage and 
his beautiful simplicity. 

The relation of the soldier to his sons and daughters, to his invalid 
wife, to his kindred and neighbors, is that of a wise counsellor and sin- 
cere friend , the tender affection which he bore his own family is made 
very real by these unrestrained epistles and they, in their unquestioned 
truth, shed light upon historical questions. 

The son's impressions of his father from the time when arrayed in his 
best blouse he stood in the great hall at Arlington to greet him, just re- 
turned from Mexico (when unhappily his father mistook another little 
boy for his own), to the sad day when he was summoned to Lexington 
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to give him the last farewell — throw a white light upon the domestic life 
of the Christian soldier. 

Arlington, Ravensworth, Richmond, Derwent and Lexington are 
visualized bv the personal touch, and one feels as if an old-fashioned 
Virginia day had been really spent with Robert E. Lee and his family 
as one closes the book. 

The hero of many battles becomes the loving father, the friend and 
counsellor of young men, the gentle nurse of a beloved wife, the com- 
panion of little children, and if possible fills the heart more completely. 

The student of Lee can ill afford to be without this volume bestowed 
upon the world by the youngest son of Robert E. Lee. 

The American Nation. A History. Edited by A. B. Hart, Prof. 
History Harvard University. New York and London. Harper & 
Brothers. 1904. 

Group I. 

Vol. 1. European Background of American History, by E. P. Chey- 
ney, Prof. Hist , Univ. of Pa. 

Vol. 2. Basis of American History, by Livingston Farrand, Prof. 
Anthropology, Columbia Univ. 

Vol. 3. Spain in America, by E. G. Bourne, Prof Hist., Yale Univ. 

Vol. 4. England in America, by L. G. Tyler, President William and 
Mary College. 

Vol. 5. Colonial Self Government, by C. M. Andrews, Prof. Hist., 
Bryn Mawr Coll. 

Professor Hart's conception of a history of America written by spe- 
cialists, but interesting and instructive to the general reader, has 
been very successfully carried into execution. If the whole work is 
done in the manner of the first group, it will be a most valuable addition 
to our historical literature. 

Of course our limits will not admit of more than a superficial notice 
of these five volumes, covering as they do fields so wide and important. 

Perhaps the most interesting of the set is the first volume, on the " Eu- 
ropean Background of American History." by Professor Cheyney. It 
treats of matters of which the reader of ordinary histories has but little 
information. Beginning with an explanation of why the West so greatly 
coveted the goods of the East, he goes on through a description of an- 
cient trade routes to India, China, &c. . describes the interruptions to 
traffic over these lines by the conquests of the Turks, the manner in 
which the nations of Europe turned to the Western ocean as a new way 
to the East, tells of the Italian explorers and Portugese pioneering, the 
rise of the Spanish monarchy and its acquirement of such vast regions 
in America. The author then turns to the things which influenced the 
settlement of the New World: the political institutions of Central Eu- 
rope, the system of chartered companies, the Reformation and religious 
wars, the English Church, Puritans, the English government and English 
local institutions. 



